
         In  l ight  o f  recent  t rag ic  events ,  Assoc ia ted Students  of  Cosumnes R iver  Col lege
(ASCRC)  would  l ike  to  express  so l idar i ty  w i th  thousands  of  people  across  the  g lobe who
are  r i sk ing  the i r  heal th  and safety  to  f ight  aga inst  rac ism and for  equal i ty .  We understand
the hur t  and pa in  that  has  bu i l t  up  over  the  las t  hundreds  of  years .  Of  the  s t ruggles ,  o f
the  v io lence ,  o f  the  d iscr iminat ion  that  so  many have been forced to  endure .
Fur thermore ,   Trump's  admin is t ra t ion  i s  s t i l l  cont inu ing i ts  goals  of  rac ia l
d isenf ranch isement ,  perpetuated even dur ing  the  worst  heal th  cr i s i s  th is  wor ld  has  ever
seen .  We do not  s tand for  th is  in just ice .  We s tand by  the  fami l ies  and f r iends  of  George
Floyd ,  Breona Taylor ,  Ahmaud Arbery ,  Tony McDade,  and those that  have exper ienced
rac ism,  inequal i ty ,  and in just ice .  We,  to  the  h ighest  degree ,  condemn the  rac ia l  prof i l ing
and pol ice  bruta l i ty  that  i s  so  of ten  a imed at  B lack  communi t ies .  There  i s  a  deeply  rooted
rac is t  foundat ion  wi th in  our  soc iety  that  we have to ,  and must ,  get  r id  of  even i f  i t  ra ises
uncomfor table  conversat ions  or  days  of  protests  and s t ruggles .  We of  the  ASCRC wi l l  do
our  par t  to  f ight  these inequal i t ies .
 
         Whi le  many people  have been qu ick  to  condemn the  protests  as  noth ing more  than
v io lent  demonst rat ions ,  i t  i s  important  to  remember  that  there  are  opportun is ts   who are
ut i l i z ing  th is  important  s t ruggle  for  the i r  own benef i ts .  They do not  represent  th is
movement  and they  do not  represent  ant i - rac ism.  They are  explo i t ing  the  movement  and
demoniz ing  the  leg i t imate  out rage of  the  protestors .    We are  aga inst  those who
underva lue  the  protesters ’  message because of  the  loot ings  that  happened .  And i f  you
seek to  jo in  the  protest ,  p lease  learn  your  r ights ,  le t  your  vo ices  be  heard ,  and protest
respons ib ly .  Make sure  to  protect  yoursel f  and others .    Th is  inc ludes  le t t ing  us  know how
we can support  you .
 
         I t  i s  ext remely  important  to  assure  the  s tudent  body that   ASCRC bel ieves  that  there
is  no  equal i ty  un less  everyone is  t reated as  equals .  There  i s  no  equal i ty  when the  race or
gender  of  a  person def ines  the i r  mer i t .  L ike  a l l  o ther  f ights  for  f reedom,  when there  i s  an
oppress ive  system,  there  has  to  be  a  change .  Though the  systems in  p lace do not  a lways
have our  best  in terests  in  mind ,  we encourage our  s tudents  to  un i te  and cont inue to  make
your  vo ices  heard  regard ing rac ism and equal i ty .  ASCRC ex is ts  to  represent  the  s tudents
of  Cosumnes R iver  Col lege .  We endeavor  to  uphold  both  yours  and our  bel ie fs  of  equal i ty
by  ensur ing  an  equ i table  exper ience for  a l l  s tudents .  We wi l l  cont inue to  work  and ensure
that  your  vo ice  i s  a lways  represented .
 

“What  a l l  these v ic t ims need above a l l  i s  to  know that  they  are  not  a lone ;
that  we are  not  forget t ing  them,  that  when the i r  vo ices  are  s t i f led  we shal l
lend them ours ,  that  wh i le  the i r  f reedom depends on  ours ,  the  qual i ty  of  our
f reedom depends on  the i rs . ”

-E l ie  Wiesel ,  Surv ivor  of  the  Holocaust .
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